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NO SAFE HARBOR FOR

TERRORISTS

HON. CHARLES F. BASS
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 13, 2001

Mr. BASS. Mr. Speaker, today I lend my
thoughts and prayers, along with those of my
colleagues, fellow Americans, and all our
friends around the world, to the victims of
these terrorist assaults and their families, a
number of whom come from New Hampshire.
But even as we work now to recover from
these attacks—to bury the dead, to comfort
the survivors and families, and to rebuild—we
must turn our attention to the future.

In the days and weeks ahead we will of
course take steps to increase the security and
safety of Americans in travel and in their
places of work and to bring those responsible
to justice. We must remember, however, that
no system of security is invincible. So long as
terrorists are able to organize, finance, com-
municate, train, and execute such operations,
this country and our allies will always be at
risk.

The time has now come to recognize that a
new defining doctrine must be embraced: that
no safe harbor can be allowed for terrorists.
No country can be allowed to tolerate the
presence of terrorists or their supporters or as-
sets within their borders. Such states must be
held to the same level of account as the ter-
rorists themselves, and we must use every
means necessary to drive home this point to
them.

With no place to hide, no place to train and
organize, no place to keep their assets, the
power of terrorists will be critically under-
mined. This doctrine of no safe harbor will be
the greatest legacy for the victims of these ter-
rorist attacks; that truly everything will be done
to ensure that we are never so vulnerable
again.
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A LONG-AGO RESCUE LENDS US
COURAGE FOR TODAY

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM
OF MINNESOTA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 13, 2001

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, much is
being made these days—and justifiably so—of
the courage of America’s ‘‘Greatest Genera-
tion’’ of men and women who fought and won
World War II.

Like his fellow veterans of the European
Theater, former U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Alden T.
Johnson vividly remembers witnessing count-
less acts of courage and devotion amidst fall-
ing bombs, raging fires and an often terrified
civilian populace.

However, until very recently, Mr. Johnson—
who grew up in the northwestern Minnesota
communities of Karlstad, Shelly and Hamlma
and who now resides in Red Wing—never re-
alized that his own act of courage years be-
fore that war had been recorded on the front
page of the Karlstad Advocate on May 17,
1929.

Alden’s sister, Millie Peterson’s—a long time
aid to Minnesota Attorneys General Warren
Spannaus and Hubert Humphrey III—discov-

ered the article at the Minnesota Historical So-
ciety.

I commend the piece to my colleagues not
only because it demonstrates the courage that
was multiplied by factor of millions in winning
World War II—but also because this rescue so
long ago evokes the brand of caring and de-
termination that will being America through the
terrible attack of this week all the stronger.

I know my colleagues in the Congress of
the United States will join me in extending the
long-overdue recognition due to Alden T.
Johnson.
CAR ROLLS INTO DITCH ON SLIPPERY ROAD AT

HALMA, BURNS

A bad accident took place on the road two
miles south of Halma opposite the Ulin place
Friday evening when a brand new Nash car
driven by Conrad Jensen of Warren turned-
over in the ditch and burned.

For the first-time in twenty years all of
the Johnson boys, Theodore, Chris, Conrad,
Ben, Aksel and Eldor were together, all hav-
ing been at Halma Friday to attend the fu-
neral of their father. They were visiting at
the Chris Johnson home at Karlstad in the
afternoon and in the evening they decided to
drive to Halma and spend an evening on the
old homestead where they had lived and
grown to manhood. Theo., who owned a big
new Nash rode to Halma earlier in the after-
noon with his brother Aksel to help him do
up the chores and suggested that one of his
brothers drive his car over in the evening.
When they left here in the evening Conrad
Jensen drove the Nash and with him in the
car were Mr. and Mrs. Eldor Johnson, Mrs.
Theo. Johnson, Mrs. Conrad Jensen and
Chris Johnson’s oldest son. Alden. Mr. and
Mrs. Ben Johnson accompanied by Mr. and
Mrs. Chris Johnson followed them in the
former’s Chrysler. The grade was slippery
after the recent rains near the Ulin place and
the Nash car skidded badly altho they were
driving slowly and after cutting across the
road from one side to the other turned over
in the ditch. A great deal of damage would
not have been done if the gasoline had not
for some reason caught fire. In less than two
minutes after the accident the whole car was
a mass of flames. Chris and Ben arrived just
as the accident happened and opened the
front door to the car letting out Conrad and
his wife. The back door they could not open
and the flames were shooting around all over
when Alden kicked the glass out of the door
and thru this the rest of the passengers were
pulled out. The car burned up entirely leav-
ing only the iron frame and the engine. None
of the passengers of the car were hurt but
the loss of the car is a very hard blow to Mr.
Johnson as he had no insurance on it and had
only run about a thousand miles.
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EXPRESSING SENSE OF SENATE
AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES REGARDING TERRORIST
ATTACKS LAUNCHED AGAINST
UNITED STATES

SPEECH OF

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 11, 2001
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,

words are inadequate to convey the utter
shock, horror, sorrow, dismay—and anger,
over yesterday’s supreme act of cowardice
against innocent Americans.

Our prayers and hearts go out to the vic-
tims—the dead and the wounded—and to

those who at this very hour cling to life, hor-
ribly trapped under concrete, jagged glass and
steel.

Our nation’s admiration and respect for the
firefighters, police officers and medics, many
of whom lost their lives in the lien of duty, in
deep. Valor, courage and selflessness were
commonplace yesterday, as many rescuers
became victims themselves.

Our hearts go out to the victims’ families
and friends who today must cope with their
excruciating loss. As shock abates, the numb-
ing pain of yesterday’s terror will leave indel-
ible scars. May god supernaturally intervene
with healing, comfort and peace.

Mr. Speaker, the cowards who perpetrated
these crimes against God and Humanity must
be brought to justice no matter how long it
takes. And, by the grace of God and the
crafting of wise policy initiatives, this must
never happen again.

Two years ago, in light of the growing dan-
ger of international terrorism, I authored the
Embassy Security Act (H.R. 3427) to provide
$6 billion to make America’s foreign embas-
sies and missions stronger and safer. This
week, we learned that even this large sum
was not enough to deter those with an abso-
lute disregard for the value of human life. We
must and will do more.

Those who wish us harm should know that
Americans are strong, determined and resil-
ient. America is united, not to be underesti-
mated.

In like manner, President Bush is strong and
determined, fully in charge, not to be under-
estimated, and will lead us with boldness and
prudence.

Finally, America’s foundational strength isn’t
to be found in its military might or relative
prosperity—but in our individual and collective
faith in, and faithfulness to, God.

May this horrific act of mass violence com-
pel us to turn anew to God seeking healing,
restoration and justice, as well as devine guid-
ance, so that His will will be done on Earth as
it is in Heaven.
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EXPRESSING SENSE OF SENATE
AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES REGARDING TERRORIST
ATTACKS LAUNCHED AGAINST
UNITED STATES

SPEECH OF

HON. C.L. ‘‘BUTCH’’ OTTER
OF IDAHO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 11, 2001

Mr. OTTER. Mr. Speaker, I thank the gen-
tlemen from New Jersey and California for
their leadership on this important issue.

Mr. Speaker, like many of my colleagues
who have offered their voices before mine, I
too arise in strong and unyielding support of
this resolution.

We are a strong and a resilient people who
have, in our past, been called to duty, to
preform extraordinary feats in extraordinary
times.

Minute by minute reports of heroic events
continue to flow in from all sites of this trag-
edy. These reports, each and every one, bear
witness to the long held belief that we are a
people of purpose and our actions, in this time
of crisis, are guided by our love of our fellow
men.
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